Worldwide, bats play essential roles as pollinators, seed dispersers, and as primary consumers of insects. The true ecological consequences of the recent large-scale reductions in populations of hibernating bats are not yet known. However, farmers might feel the impact. A recent economic analysis indicated that insect control services (ecosystem services) provided by bats to U.S. agriculture is valued between 4 to 50 billion dollars nationwide per year (Boyles and others, 2011) . The number of North American bats estimated to have died from WNS thus far had the capacity to consume up to 8,000 tons of insects per year (Boyles and others, 2011) .
The area of North America affected by WNS continues to expand. Within the last 2 years, the disease has been confirmed in several Central States, including Alabama, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee, and Missouri. High mortality of bats has not yet been reported at these locations, and it remains to be seen if WNS will develop and manifest in other States with the same severity as that in the Northeast.
Since 2008, USGS researchers have become recognized leaders in pioneering WNS research. In 2011, scientists from the USGS NWHC published a study confirming the cold-loving fungus G. destructans causes WNS (Lorch and others, 2011) . The USGS continues to work closely with other Federal and State partners to better understand this devastating disease. USGS science support for WNS includes:
• diagnosing WNS in bats submitted to the NWHC by Federal and State agencies;
• conducting studies on WNS disease transmission, progression, and recovery from WNS;
• developing improved tools for rapid detection of G. destructans;
• investigating the microbial ecology of G. destructans in caves where bats hibernate;
• video-monitoring of bats in caves and mines to observe behavior changes associated with WNS, including unsustainable energy-consuming behaviors during hibernation;
• analyzing blood chemistry as a means of studying the life-threatening health effects of WNS skin infection;
• creating an online WNS Disease Tracking System (Everette, 2011);
• developing new laboratory and field methods for assessing the physiological effects of WNS on hibernating bats;
• providing scientific support for the White-Nose Syndrome National Plan (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) by serving on committees, implementation teams, and working groups;
• communicating test results and new research findings related to WNS to policy makers, natural resource managers, and other science partners through the distribution of Wildlife Health Bulletins, workshops, presentations, and scientific publications, and 
